[Effect of the mortality and morbidity conference on clinical success and clinical atmosphere].
Mortality and morbidity (M and M) conferences have been presented in surgical departments in Anglo-Saxon countries for decades. In Germany, only few institutions provide a regular M + M conference. M + M conferences are part of the quality assessment within a department and follow the theory of continuous improvement. After describing a deficit in patient care, the reasons for this deficit are analyzed to avoid such a recurrence in the future. M + M conferences discuss only a minor number of complications occurring in a department compared to a prospective complications registry using a computerized data base. On the other hand, an open discussion during a M + M conference provides a good academic atmosphere within a department.